
A person with magical powers offers a girl three chances to return to the past and 
reconnect with a childhood friend she cannot forget. However, she must sacrifice what is most 
precious to a comic artist: her energy for imagination and dreaming.

Award-winning comic artist Cory Ko transforms pressing social issues surrounding violence 
against boys into a magical journey that attempts to transcend pain. As she puts it, “I hope 
my comics can also give others the strength to support themselves.”

In particular, this book takes a close look at the sexual abuse of boys, a topic that has been 
overlooked and trivialized in the media landscape. For the characters in this book, it is selfless 
empathy, companionship, and love that can heal scars and evoke miracles.

The Sun Between the 
Fingers

Cory Ko
With a clear and transparent art style, Cory Ko is a manga artist renowned for telling stories 

about human nature. Since debuting, Ko has won six Golden Comic Awards and received 
recognition twice at the Japan International Manga Awards. Notable works include Love 
is Everywhere (3 volumes), Make a Wish, Dashi! (5 volumes), Why Not (volumes 1-4 ongoing), 
Cliniclowns: Last Goodbye (1 volume), and Seeing the Wings of God (1 volume). In 2022, Cory Ko 
received the Ministry of Culture Comic Creation and Publishing Marketing Award.
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Seeing His Trauma: The Urgent 
Message of This Book
 by Zhang Shuhui

In my experience with social work, I 
have encountered many traumatized 
children and adolescents. Some victims 
move toward recovery, some continue to 
cry in the dark, and some are so afraid 
that they do not even dare to cry.

Yet the most silent among them are 
boys who have been sexually assaulted. 
Due to the abuse of power, societal 
cultural contexts, gender stereotypes, 
stigmatization of sexual assault, and 
victim-blaming rhetoric, these boys often 
remain voiceless in their cries for justice.

When Fisfisa Media approached me, I 
envisioned their helpless eyes. If only the 
pain could cease at this moment, if the 
wounded could find hope, and if reading 
could prevent the next tragedy, then this 
concern would bring light to their lives. I 
am grateful to the Fisfisa team for their 
commitment to using comics—a medium 
familiar to teenagers—to illustrate the 
possibility of change. If we could all 
show a bit more concern, perhaps these 

perceive this harm as an indelible stain on 
both their bodies and souls. Speaking out 
becomes daunting, as they fear ridicule 
for not conforming to traditional notions 
of masculinity and worry about losing 
family and friendships.

These fears, combined with feelings 
o f  s h a m e , 
helplessness, and 
self-loathing, lead 
t h e m  t o  b e l i eve 
they are unworthy 
of love. They isolate 
t h e m s e l v e s  a n d 
become alienated 
f r o m  s o c i e t y , 
becoming at r isk 
of depression, loss 
o f  c o n f i d e n c e , 
a n d  d i m i n i s h e d 
i n t e r p e r s o n a l 
relationships.

The Sun Between 
the Fingers begins 
with regret, confronts hidden pain with 
compassion, and courageously embraces 
every opportunity for companionship and 
healing. This book serves as a reminder 
to friends and family of sexual assault 
survivors to cultivate trust and patience. 
While expressions of sadness may evolve, 
the trauma endures, and the recovery 
process demands time. Healing is not a 
single event; it requires listening, empathy, 

children would experience a little less 
heartache.

When it  comes to sexual assault, 
many people imagine female victims. 
However, sexual assault is not limited to 
women; the number of male child victims 
is gradually rising. Some people believe 
that boys and men should be able to 
resist—that they should be brave and 
strong. There’s a harmful notion that boys 
are not as severely affected as girls, or 
even that male victims might change 
their sexual orientation or become future 
perpetrators. These are all misconceptions 
that perpetuate prejudice against male 
survivors.

Sexual assault often manifests as a 
form of power and control. For boys, it can 
result in a lifelong social murder, gradually 
eroding their hearts. It’s not that they are 
unwilling to resist; rather, they often feel 
unable or afraid to do so, constrained by 
gender roles and societal expectations 
that stifle their emotional expression. They 

care, and acceptance through meaningful 
companionship. When a child’s trauma is 
acknowledged and their scars are tended 
to with support, hope can flourish.

In reality, life does not allow for a 
do-over. Self-harm cannot solve the 
problem. We must encourage children 

to learn from the 
protagonist of the 
book and bravely 
seek resources—
w h e t h e r i t ’s  t h e 
t ime manager in 
the comic, a real-
life teacher, or a 
social worker from 
the county or city's 
family protection 
center.  Survivors 
of sexual assault, 
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r 
friends, family, and 
professionals, must 
work together to 

cultivate the courage to face themselves, 
help heal the wounded heart, reduce 
fear and helplessness, and provide the 
strength to face challenges.

Zhang Shuhui is chairperson of the 
Taiwan Association of Care Management.

This excerpt from the afterword has 
been condensed for this booklet.

The Sun Between the Fingers

When it comes to sexual assault, 
many people imagine female 
victims. However, the number of 
male child victims is gradually 
rising. There’s a harmful notion 
that boys are not as severely 
affected as girls, or even that 
male victims might change their 
sexual orientation or become 
future perpetrators. These are all 
misconceptions that perpetuate 
prejudice against male survivors.
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CHAPTER 1

THE GENTLE BOY WHO LOVES TO SMILE

I BEG YOU!

PLEASE 
SAVE ME!

LIU YU-FEI (27)

UH…

YU HSIAO-HSIEN 
(27)

HOW CAN I  
SAVE YOU?

YOU’RE A COMIC 
ARTIST, I’M A 

SOCIAL WORKER.……



I’M GOING 
TO LOSE 
MY JOB~

EH?

— TWO WEEKS AGO —

THE CLICK RATES 
OF YOUR LAST FEW 
COMICS DROPPED 

SO MUCH… 

WHY IS THAT?

MANAGING 
EDITOR

WASN’T I 
DOING FINE 

BEFORE?

I THINK IT’S 
BECAUSE…

YEAH…

WE REALLY NEED 
TO TALK ABOUT 

YOUR NEXT WORK.

YOUR FIRST WORK 
WAS A HIT, 

BUT WHEN THE 
STORIES START 

REPEATING,

READERS GET 
BORED AND 

LOSE INTEREST.

DIFFERENT 
FROM THE 

PREVIOUS ONES!

IN THE END, THEY 
FALL IN LOVE AND LIVE 
HAPPILY EVER AFTER.

AND THE HEROINES 
ARE ALWAYS TOUCHED 

BY THEIR WARMTH. 

THEY’RE ALL 
HANDSOME 

WITH PERFECT 
PERSONALITIES, 

AND YOUR 
STORYLINES ARE 

ALMOST THE SAME.

THE MALE PROTAGONISTS 
OF YOUR LAST THREE 

COMICS ARE TOO SIMILAR, 

I DIDN’T EVEN 
REALIZE…

GET SOME  
NEW MATERIALS FOR 

YOUR NEXT STORY 
AND DRAW A COMIC 
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IF THIS GOES ON,

IT’LL BE HARD FOR 
YOU TO PLACE 

ANOTHER SERIAL…

AFTER THAT,

I SPENT A LOT OF TIME 
PROPOSING STORIES, 
BUT THEY WERE ALL 

SHOT DOWN, 

SO MY EDITOR 
SUGGESTED I MEET 
WITH A FRIEND TO 

CHEER UP…

WHICH IS WHY I’M 
ASKING YOU, AS A 
SOCIAL WORKER, 

DO YOU HAVE ANY 
STORIES I CAN USE 

AS MATERIAL?

SO THAT’S WHY…

OVER A 
YEAR?

THAT’S SUCH  
A LONG TIME…

I’VE BEEN WITH HER 
FOR OVER A YEAR…

TO PULL HER 
BACK FROM 
THE EDGE,

RECENTLY, I SPENT 
A LOT OF EFFORT 

STOPPING A CHILD 
FROM ENDING IT ALL.

I DEAL WITH 
SO MANY KIDS 

ABUSED BY 
THEIR FAMILIES.

IT’S REALLY 
HEARTBREAK-

ING…

THERE ARE 
PLENTY IN MY 
LINE OF WORK.
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